Who you callin” a ham?
congidersd an insult to describe an inconsidenate
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sion of “ham-fisted,” meaning clumsy.
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Fot more information on amatear mdio, visit hap://
www.arrLong. For imformation on KSTYT, visit hitpa!

Retired Master Sgi. Don Martin, lefl, looks on as Sergeant
Collings, 338th TRS, repairs a Heath Kit HF transcerver.
The two men are part of the newly revived KSTYP, the call
letters for the base’s amateur radio dlub.
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Fans revive amateur radio club

By Angela Cutrer
Keester News stail

The Yuty 21 graduation of
the final rdio operations cliss
2t Keesler Air Foree Base may
have beought W close 61 years
of instruction, but don 't think
that radio operations are now
mtte in this aren. Lochl enthu-
siasts are pilemplng (o being
back the long-lived KSTYP, the
catll etters for the base's ama-
teur radio club,

" Thas) place was 2 real port
i the stomm in the old days,
and 1 think it can be again™
said Master Sp. Kencth
Colbings, 33€th Traimmy
Squadron, who's helping spear-
head the revaval of the audio
club. “The camamdenc can't
be beaten. (That's) not to men-
tion what an asset | believe the
club could be in #n cmergency.
It 15 @ real tmgedy the club wes
dommant duning Katnna

“I'mt hopny it an “if you
paild e, they will come” situa-
woi,” he

The Amenicnn Rodio Relay
League, Inc. reports thay there
are more than 660,000 armatcur
rudio operators in the United
States anil more than 2 million
in nearly every country n the
wiorkd American astro-
nats have ham licenses.

But what expctly 15 amateur
“haom™ radin, you ask™

Ax 2 hum midio enthusiist
informative Web site “We Do
That” notes, “ham mdio sup-
plics the most extensive and
most powerfl wireless com-
mumcations capaebiity aval-
able o any prvate citoen amy-
where in the wordd ™ Furthes,
“the Amateur Radio Service
frequency hards are the place
wm the wsable mdio spocinum

where you as an individual can

Radio Relay League that same
year 10 band operatons ingether
1118 Commaon oFganization.
Richand Rarlett explans in
his 2007 book, The World of
Ham Radio, 1901-1950; A
Social History, that ... during
the first 50 yeans of the 20th
century, him radio went from
eing #h experiment t virnually
un gnt form. Because of the
few povernment restictions
ndd the low monetsry mvest-

develop and experiment with
wireless commumications. ™
This micars anyiie with the
vighit equipment can participate
The history of ham radio
races its TO0Ls 10 many nven-
s, inchading Samuel Movse,
whit formulates the clements of
wrelay system. By 1837, the
mmproved system uses Morse

Tent regl 4, the concept of
ham radio appealed o various
people. More than just a sim-
Pl hoblry, bowever, hum rxkic
requinad ity operatons o under-
stanad rischio theory, be able
e a schermabic and know
how to build o transmitter aned
recaiver with whatever material
they maght have avaiiable.”
“By World War [T, Lh\:("ﬁ

croated this “service” for emer-
gy backup comimunicition.”
Bul Munsil, 65, of Mok,
Anzona was stationed at
Kogsler in 1963 and in 1969
andl he suys thet Koesler's 18
wrpuably the first amutenr radio
club on any military base m the
United Ses. The chubs came
in handy diring times of war,
wllin:n and their sweetheans
found ways o

all over wanted to muke contact
with Hawaii,”™ he said. Mr
Sketon uses his adio skills
currenily by his mvolvement
with disaster relicf through the
Southern Baptist Convention
and eMETEIMCY Nt practics
with the Salvation Ay
Serpeant Collingg, 43, of
Biloxs has 19 years active duty
with the Air I-umc_ One of his
155 at El dorf Air

wnd there were cven marmages
conducted over the mirwaves.
But if you aren’t allowed w
make any momey, and you have
to take @ losd 1o get & hoense,
whty would snyone be interesi-
od in such an activity? Hear it
from the devotoss themselves.
1 K. Skelton, 44, is an Air
Foree retitee who tesches ar
waffic control m the 334th
Trmrung Squadron. His

code, an electrome alp

that could carry messapes, nd
the first mossage, sonl on Moy
24, 1844, was “Whnt hath God
wrowght ™ o the 1890k,
Gughelmo Marconi started tin-
kening with wircless telegraphy
atd by 1912, the United Suies
govermment wis eang loens-
s for amatour radio operators.
Thousands of enthusinsts exist-
ed by 1914 md Hirum Percy
Maxim founded the American

had an
nead for cutting-adge comimu-
mications, so it tumned to the
“ponstderalile knowledge and
kil of smatewr ham radio
opernion, validating the ot
that hamn rdio was here to
stay™ Bazlett notes. “The FOC
provides bands at intervals
From fust sbove the AM broad-
cast band 1o the high micro-
wave frequencies for use by
huuth pddio operators. The FUC

with amateur radio
primurily began m 1996 wiem
e s stationed in Hawan and
a nuvber of his golfing buddies
had 2-mecter radios. Hé camed
his license 1o be able 1o com-
municate with them, and, soon
aller, with & good smuriber of

military memnbers. Later, he
upgraded his hoense, bought a
HF mdio, and began making
Tong-distance contacts.

It wits fian 0 do, and poople

Force Base, Alasica, had tum
using his ham gear to assist dog
sled races, which bad o bim
shaking hands with legends of
the Tditrod Trail

A ground rdio maintenmee
technician by trade, Serpeant
Collings is now an instroctor
here st Keesler. “(For me),
ko 18 ke magic,” he said, <1
tell oy students *You src widk-
lngtl:ilh"lhul&lkl Less i
than 200 vears ago, that wa
have gotien )-‘uuks;m.td fox
witchcrafl.”

Seryount Collings' expeni=
ence i Aliska not only
Allowed him to lesm the mean-
mg of the wond “oold.” but 1t
offered him msight into
extreme Hving conditions
“Ever use an ouihouse at 20
brelow zem ™ Sergeant Collings
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muncations preparalions cvery Year
since.
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asked. “They don’t have hot running
warter that far vl there, s0 you leam that
the nmmmnmlhmgwhuvem'dn
Alashcan bush -

Sergeant Coflings sud that his skills
and hicense helped race officials pro-
e & safer race on the trail,

“If sormeonc left a checkpoint and
chidn "t anrive at the next in o certan pre-
scribed time, a seanch and rescue could
Ire initiated that much quicker,” he
noted. W were alio able to coondinate
the movement of dogs that had been
dropped off on the tail 10 be preked up
by small aircrndt and taken bock 0 civi-
lization for medical care.™

Gilbert Cibbs, 65, of Port Arunsas,
Texas, is a sem-retired innkecper. He
curned his first heonse in 1958

“The most remarkable aspect of mdio
15 that there's always something 1o leam
every day, w‘lh:hdiwcﬂi} et dull if
you want it t0,” be said

Thus began his long love affuir with
T radio. He's been licensed for more
than 50 years, and cotints has most
memaornble situation g the hours, days,

months and fall year following
Hurnicane Celia i 1970

“That storm all but wiped out my
home town of Port Aransss, but the
interesting part is that my ham radio

Fhoto by Adam Bond
Mr. Martin demonstrates the use of radio equipment at the Locker House,
where radio club members meet the second Monday of cach month.

amennas survived,” Mr. Gibbs said
“When the Houston hams armved o
hclp out with emergency reliel comnme
nications, T loaned my antennas to them
and ["ve heen sctive m emergency com-

“This hoblry s fir better than amy
wther I've thed, much more rewarding.
I got o lot of sstisfaction with it. The

eable ptet of Ty is that
s mre always helping hams, iwhich
is) o very distinet difference from other
hobbics

“I"ve leamed o lot in 50 yeurs, and
i continue 1o dey 0 unnil my enrthiy
Hme 5 up.

Sﬁm Collings calls on the active-
duty members of Keesler and surmound-
img wrcas to join up with the club the
second Monday of each month ot the
Locker House to make it the strong.
light-knit organization it used 1o be.

““T'we really enpoy purting s staton
(back) together ke this,” he said
“{The chib was) a place vou can go and
relax without amy of the stressors n
your life. Working ham radio s sorn of
a mice, ‘comfir food” thing to do

“We were bomn here in 1948, whien
the onginal radar school was washed
out af Florida in 8 humicsne mod moved
o Kociler.

We'll still be here in 2048

http://www.keesler.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-090909-052.pdf
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